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Project Title: 

The Heart of the Gila: Wilderness and Water in the West

Project Description: 

The Department of Humanities at Western New Mexico University plans to sponsor a symposium from June 8-11,
2016 on the Western New Mexico University Campus in Silver City, NM that brings together writers, scientists,
scholars, and the public to explore the intersection between the environment and environmental humanities to
investigate historical and current ideas regarding wilderness, water issues, and the West.  We have invited six
scholars to speak at our symposium who have dedicated themselves to studying and writing about the role that
literature can play in reimagining our world and shaping attitudes toward the environment. Inspired by our region, this
lecture series will engage the community in discussions critical to our time and place.



Sponsoring Organization:

Western New Mexico University
Description: WNMU is located in Silver City, NM and serves a diverse population of 3,500 students on-campus and on-line. WNMU aspires to be the
premier teaching university excelling in student-centeredness, the liberal arts and sciences, professional programs, and career and technical
preparation. We educate with rigor and compassion diverse learners who achieve career goals, gain civic literacy, practice social responsibility, and
engage in lifelong pursuit of learning. Valuing the traditional academy and taking pride in our history and regional cultural heritages, we embrace
innovation and transformation for a sustainable future in an ever-changing world of local and global connections.

Mission: WNMU engages and empowers learners in a multicultural, inclusive, creative, and caring community of teaching, scholarship/research, and
service.

100 W College Ave , Silver City NM 88062
email: jack.crocker@wnmu.edu (Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs); tel: 575-538-6318; website: http://www.wnmu.edu; DUNS #:
071373641

Project Director:

Dr Michaelann Nelson; Assistant Professor of English, Western New Mexico University
100 W College Ave , Silver City NM 88062
email: Michaelann.Nelson@wnmu.edu; tel: 8013906733



Fiscal Agent:

Dr Michaelann Nelson; Assistant Professor of English, Western New Mexico University
Western New Mexico University
B.A., Weber State University; M.A., Northern Arizona University; Ph.D., University of New Mexico
100 W College Ave , Silver City NM 88062
email: Michaelann.Nelson@wnmu.edu; tel: 8013906733

Contact info "approved" on: 24 Jan 2016, 7:58pm MT

Project Formats:

[ X] Conference
[ X] Exhibit
[ X] Lecture(s)
[ X] Radio Program
[ X] Reading/Discussion
[ X] Workshop
[ X] Film or Video Discussion
[ X] Symposium
[ X] Panel Discussion
[ X] Other (explain)
[ X] Does program respond to a NMHC request for proposals (RFP)?



Humanities Scholars Who Will Participate:

Philip Connors

B.A. University of Montana in journalism

Dave Foreman; Director, Rewilding Institute

Rewilding Institute

David Gessner; Professor, University of North Carolina--Wilmington

University of North Carolina--Wilmington

BA, Harvard College, 1983
MA, University of Colorado, 1998

Sharman Russell; Professor Emeritus

Professor Emeritus Western New Mexico University

Russell received her MFA in Creative Writing from the University of Montana and her B.S. in Conservation and
Natural Resources from the University of California, Berkeley

Professor Luci Tapahonso; Professor; Director of Master of Fine Arts Program, University of New Mexico

University of New Mexico

B.A. and M.A. University of New Mexico

Professor Priscilla Solis Ybarra; Assistant Professor, University of North Texas

University of North Texas

?Ph.D. English, 2007, Rice University 
?M.A. English, 2005, Rice University 
?B.A., English, 1997, University of North Texas



Evaluator:

Dr. Heather Steinmann; Assistant Professor of English, Western New Mexico University

Western New Mexico University

BA English, Minnesota State University Moorhead

MFA Creative Writing, Minnesota State University Moorhead

PhD Rhetoric, Writing, and Culture, North Dakota State University

Agreement:

By signing and submitting this application, the authorizing official of the applicant organization, the project director, and the
fiscal agent are 1) providing the required certifications regarding disbarment and suspension, and compliance with the
nondiscrimination statutes as set forth in the INSTRUCTIONS OF CERTIFICATION, indicating that the applicant is eligible to
receive federal funds, and 2) agreeing that any funds awarded by NMHC will be used for the purposes set forth herein, unless
changes or revisions are subsequently approved in accordance with applicable policies of the New Mexico Humanities Council.

Signatures

Project Director:

Dr Michaelann Nelson                   Date: 1 Feb 2016, 4:03pm MT

Fiscal Agent:

Dr Michaelann Nelson                   Date: 1 Feb 2016, 4:04pm MT



Project Description

1. What is planned?

The Association for the Study of Literature and Environment, a 1,400 academic organization dedicated to studying the
environmental humanities, regularly co-sponsors symposiums at different locations throughout the country. As a
member of this organization, I saw an opportunity to bring this event to our community of Silver City, NM, which is
isolated from major cultural centers and where the median income is $34,000, almost $10,000 below the rest of the
state of New Mexico. Even though there are academic paper sessions (which the public is welcome to attend), we
saw this symposium as an opportunity to engage the public through a series of lectures and readings on topics that
are of interest to our region. A New Mexico Humanities Council Grant will allow us to support such a lecture series.

We are planning a symposium that brings together creative writers, activists, scholars, graduate students, and
academics working in the humanities and beyond to explore the theme: Wilderness and Water in the West. Letting
our location be our guide in focusing the theme, the Gila Wilderness was established as the nation?s first wilderness
area 91 years ago and continues to define our regional identity. The Gila River remains the last free-flowing river in
the Southwest, but there is a current proposal in the state legislature to dam the river; local activists have been
organizing to fight the proposal. Drought, compounded by climate change, has greatly affected our area, with the
largest fire in New Mexico state history occurring in the Gila during 2012.  The Gila was the northernmost region of
the Mogollon People a millennium ago, and our region remains very culturally diverse with its close proximity to the
Mexican-U.S. border.

We have invited six national writers working in these topics to speak at the symposium:

?	David Gessner is the author of nine books of nonfiction, including, most recently, All the Wild That Remains:
Edward Abbey, Wallace Stegner and the American West; The Tarball Chronicles; and My Green Manifesto. His talk
will focus on his exploration of the West and it's literary champions: Edward Abbey and Wallace Stegner. He writes:
"As western rivers dry up and western land cracks from aridity, the voices of Wallace Stegner and Edward Abbey
have never been more important. Those voices can be heard, loud and clear, in All the Wild that Remains: Edward
Abbey, Wallace Stegner and the American West. The book takes the long view of the land, and of the importance of
having deep conversations with our literary ancestors, and speaks to the crisis of climate and drought that is occurring
right now. Stegner and Abbey put what is happening in historical perspective, but they were not detached scholars
who sat back in a crisis. They both acted. They understood the land the land they loved, sure, but also fought for it.
And of course they also wrote beautifully about it." 
?	Sharman Russell, author of Diary of a Citizen Scientist: Chasing Tiger Beetles and Other New Ways of Engaging
the World (WILLA Award Winner), as well as a dozen other books, writes primarily about nature and the southwest.
She writes "John Burroughs, an early American naturalist, wrote that he went to the woods ?to be soothed and
healed, and to have my senses put in tune.? In my own walks through the rural West, this echoes my experience
exactly. I enlarge in nature. I calm down. But what if that employment, my engagement with the world, was right there,
in the largeness and calm of nature itself? ?Blessed is the man,? Burroughs continued, ?who has some congenial
occupation in which he can put his whole heart, and which affords a complete outlet to all the forces there are in him.?
And what if the opportunity for me to become a field biologist or a lepidopterist or a geologist was right now and quite
real? The world of citizen science is one in which hundreds of thousands of people are following their bliss counting
stars for NASA, tracking the migration of birds, cataloging galaxies, and excavating mastodons. Renaissance and
transformation! A revolution in how research gets done and in what kind of research gets done.
?	Lucy Tapahonso, Navajo Nation Poet Laureate, and author of several books of poetry, including The Women are
Singing and Blue Horses Rush In. Her poetry is inspired by the idea that the feminine is a source of balance and
power in the world. She will read several poems and discuss native perspectives of language and landscape.
?	Priscilla Ybarra, author of The Good Life: Mexican American Writing and the Environment. Her talk will focus on
Mexican American literature and environmental issues, as well as the connections between contemporary Chicana
feminist theory and environmental thought. 
?	Philip Connors, author of Fire Season: Field Notes From a Wilderness Lookout (National Outdoor Book Award,
Sigurd Olsen Nature Writing Award), has spent the last decade as a fire lookout in the Gila National Forest. He will
share his experiences as a fire lookout and discuss how climate change is transforming our Western forests.
?	Dave Foreman, founder of the direct action environmental group EarthFirst!, has written several books, including
Confessions of an Eco-Warrior and Ecodefense: A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching. Foreman's activism was
inspired by reading Edward Abbey's The Monkeywrench Gang, and his talk will focus on the intersection between
literature and environmental activism, as well as the imperative of saving wild places.

2. When will it take place?



The symposium will run from Wednesday, June 8 to Saturday, June 11, 2016. Because we are organizing a number
of field trips so that participants can explore our region on Saturday, the talks will be scheduled Wednesday to Friday.
We will schedule two talks each day; one in the evening and one in the afternoon. Because we have a very large
population of retirees, we don't feel scheduling a daytime talk will negatively impact attendance. The Gila River
Festival, Southwest Festival for the Written Word, and the Gila History Association have been popular events that
have attracted attendance during the day and evening.

3. Where will it take place?

The lectures will primarily take place at Light Hall or the GRC auditorium on the Western New Mexico University
Campus in Silver City, NM. Each venue holds about 250 people. Because Dr Shepard, our university president, has
tried to foster a stronger connection between the campus and community since he began his tenure four years ago,
WNMU has been the primary location for most community events of this nature. The Gila River Festival, Southwest
Festival for the Written Word, Gila History Association, which are not connected to the university, have all been held
on campus and have been well attended. Holding this program on campus will support WNMU's mission of
community outreach.

4. Who are the managers, planners, and humanities scholars? Please provide names, titles, and brief
identifications.

Dr Michaelann Nelson
Assistant Professor of English
2016 Symposium Coordinator
Western New Mexico University
Michaelann.Nelson@wnmu.edu

Prof John Gist
Associate Professor of Creative Writing
Co-Coordinator Symposium
Western New Mexico University
John.Gist@wnmu.edu

Dr Heather Steinmann
Assistant Professor of English
Evaluator
Western New Mexico University
Heather.Steinmann@wnmu.edu

Sharman Russell
sharmanrussell@gmail.com
Professor Emeritus Western New Mexico University
Humanities Scholar

Dr. Priscilla Ybarra
Assistant Professor of English
priscilla.ybarra@unt.edu
Humanities Scholar

Philip Connors
fireseason09@gmail.com
Humanities Scholar

Dave Foreman
eltigredave@comcast.net
Humanities Scholar

Luci Tapahonso
Director of Creative Writing
tapahans@unm.edu
Humanities Scholar



David Gessner
Professor of Creative Writing
gessner52@gmail.com
Humanities Scholar

5. How does this project involve the humanities disciplines?

Literature has always been a primary vehicle that scholars and activists use to raise awareness about social issues in
our culture and a means to explore our attitudes and beliefs. This symposium allows us to draw attention to our region
within the larger field of the environmental humanities. All of the scholars involved in the project have dedicated
themselves to studying and writing about the role that literature can play in reimagining our world and shaping
attitudes toward the environment. Dave Foreman's work illustrates the impact that literature has in reinvigorating
activist movements. As a young man, he worked as a lobbyist in Washington DC for the Wilderness Society. After
reading Edward Abbey's fictional The Monkeywrench Gang (1974), he was inspired to found the direct action
environmental group EarthFirst! in 1980. Foreman and his group elevated the rhetoric regarding wilderness issues in
the United States, but also illustrates the influence of the humanities, specifically fiction, on civic activism. David
Gessner's work picks up where Foreman's leaves off. His latest book All the Wild that Remains: Edward Abbey,
Wallace Stegner, and the American West continues to illustrate the way that these two very famous Western writers
influenced modern perceptions about the West that continue to influence us and endure today. Luci Tapahonso and
Priscilla Ybarra's work especially highlights minority voices in the West, which have often been stereotyped or
overlooked. Sharman Russell is one of the most celebrated writers of the Gila, and Philip Connors is a fresh voice in
our region. Taken together, all six voices continue to illustrate the significance of our region to cultural and
environmental discussions, especially regarding land and water issues.  As environmental scholar Lawrence Buell
stated in his work The Environmental Imagination, "If western metaphysics and ethics need revision before we can
address today's environmental problems, then environmental crisis involves a crisis of imagination the amelioration of
which depends on finding better ways of imaging nature and humanity's relation to it". These scholars use literature to
provoke discussion and invite us to reimagine a new relationship to our environment.

6. What are the evaluation criteria for this project?

One of the measures of success of this project is the number of community members who attend the lectures. We will
employ volunteers to count the number of participants at each session, as well as pass out brief surveys to the public
who will attend the speaking events. One of the questions will be: "Did this speaker provoke you to think about role of
literature and the environment in new or different ways?" One other question might be: "How did the content of the
talk add to your understanding of our region, wilderness, water, and the West?"

We will allow a half hour for questions and discussion following each lecture, and our evaluator will also assess the
engagement of the audience to the topic of the lecture by noting how many questions were asked and the general
interest of the audience to the subject matter. We hope to foster a dialogue between the community and the lecturer
through this question and answer period.

7. What is the role of the humanities scholar(s) in this project?

We (the organizers) have selected the scholars based on the research, writing, and expertise they have regarding the
topics we wish to explore at the symposium. While the topic of wilderness, water, and the West is nebulous, it was
inspired by our region as defined by the Gila River and the Gila Wilderness. The six scholars selected were chosen
based on their direct engagement and writing about the Gila, their writing and advocacy regarding wilderness issues,
their investigations of writers associated with our region, or as voices representing cultures native to our region. Eight
scholars in total were asked to participate, with six being able to do so. The symposium is being organized around the
speakers, and the information and perspective that they bring as scholars is the primary purpose of the symposium.
Their role is to share their knowledge and perspective of wilderness, Water, and the West.

Because our region has deep roots in Native American culture, we have invited Navajo Nation Poet Laureate Luci
Tapahonso to share Native perspectives regarding the land. She will read some her original poetry for the audience.

Dr Priscilla Ybarra researches and writes about Hispanic perspectives regarding the environment. Her talk will focus
on Mexican American literature and brings a much-needed approach to the increasingly urgent challenges of climate
change and environmental injustice. Writing the Goodlife looks to long-established traditions of thought that have
existed in Mexican American literary history for the past century and a half. These perspectives are often overlooked
in discussions of the environment. More than 50% of the citizens in our region identify as Hispanic, so her work will



appeal widely to our community, as well as play an integral role in bringing more diverse voices into the discussion of
environmental humanities. 

Phillip Connors has spent over a decade working as a fire lookout in Gila National Forest. He brings a new voice to
the conversation through his book Fire Season: Field Notes from a Wilderness Lookout, which won the 2011 National
Outdoor Book Award. Connors, a former Wall Street Journal editor, will share his experiences and perspectives about
wilderness in the West at our symposium.

Dave Foreman, founder of legendary environmental organization EarthFirst! and current director or the Rewilding
Institutue, as well as author of a half dozen books on wilderness, will speak about the value of wilderness in our time
and the role that writing plays in cultivating an environmental ethic in our communities.

Sharman Russell has written about the environment for more than thirty years. A long-time resident of Silver City,
Russell's essays and short stories have been widely published and anthologized. Her talk will focus on her experience
as a citizen scientist and the role that citizen science can play in helping to combat species extinction, climate crisis,
and other environmental ills.

David Gessner is the author of nine books, including the just-relased All the Wild That Remains: Edward Abbey,
Wallace Stegner and the American West, which has received rave reviews from the Washington Post, San Francisco
Chronicle, Wall Street Journal, Chicago Tribune, Christian Science Monitor, Outside Magazine, and many other
newspapers and magazines. In a region beset by droughts and fires, by fracking and drilling, and by an ever-growing
population that seems to be in the process of loving the West to death, Gessner asks: how might these two farseeing
environmental thinkers have responded to the crisis? Gessner takes us on an inspiring, entertaining journey as he
renews his own commitment to cultivating a meaningful relationship with the wild, confronting American
overconsumption, and fighting environmental injustice?all while reawakening the thrill of the words of his two great
heroes.

8. Who are the proposed audience/participants?  Estimate of audience size?

In addition to the scholars, researchers, and graduate students who will register to attend the symposium, our primary
aim in securing this grant is to engage the community. The symposium speakers provide an opportunity to the
residents of Silver City and Grant County to engage with ideas regarding the intersection between the environment
and humanities. Because we have a large Hispanic population, as well as a large number of individuals interested in
environmental issues, we feel these topics will be well attended. Events such as: the Gila River Festival, a 4-day
event that includes workshops, speakers, and field trips; The Southwest Festival for the Written Word, a 3-day event
that celebrates literary arts; and the Gila History Association, a 2-day event featuring talks and field trips, are all held
on the WNMU campus and are well-attended. The opening event of the 2015 Southwest Festival for the Written Word
attracted 250 participants, completely filling the venue it was held in. The Gila Information Project, a local advocacy
group on behalf of the Gila River, has emailed me about our symposium and would like to be involved and is willing to
help publicize it to our members. Our community has shown great support for projects of this nature.

9. What kind of publicity is planned to reach the audience?

In addition to our website, asle.wnmu.edu, our primary publicity in the community will consist of 11 X 17 glossy flyers
distributed throughout the community (coffee shops, the Green Chamber of Commerce, Gila River Information
Project, Little Toad Creek Brewery, library, co-op, arts council, Silver City information center), ads in The Silver City
Sun Times and Silver City Daily Press, as well as our community radio station, GMCR 89.1.

10. Of what value is this project to the audience?

2015 was the hottest year on record. Fire has consumed the West, even as California suffered a major drought. Signs
of environmental destruction surround us, yet as a society, we continue to struggle to confront these challenges. This
symposium will highlight the important role that literature can play in combating environmental destruction and
shaping ideas about the natural world. The audience will have an opportunity to hear about ideas and from speakers
they might not normally encounter in our community, and they might come away with a new understanding of the
natural world and how they might use writing to combat environmental destruction.

11. Now that you have answered all the above questions, please condense it all into a three sentence description
or blurb that NMHC can use for publicity and to put on the NMHC web site. Be sure to include funding
support credits for NMHC and NEH in the three sentence description.



With the support of New Mexico Humanities Council and the National Endowment for the Humanities, the 2016
symposium The Heart of the Gila: Wilderness and Water in the West held at Western New Mexico University from
June 8-11, 2016 seeks to bring together writers, scholars, and activists to explore historical and contemporary
explorations of ideas regarding wilderness, water, and the West. The symposium focuses on the role of the
environmental humanities to combat environmental destruction.



New Mexico Humanities Council
Budget Summary & Supporting Explanations

I. Services & Supplies
Direct Grant Challenge Grant Sponsor's

Matching Cash &
In-Kind Donations

Third Party Cash Project Income Total

Telephone
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Postage
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Rentals
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Other
0.00 0.00 550.00 0.00 0.00 550.00

Subtotal  
0.00  
0.00  
550.00  
0.00  
0.00  
550.00
Basis for Services

& Supplies 250 (estimated attendance) 28-page 8 X 11 programs; The programs will list the schedule of events, academic paper
sessions and topics, biographical information about the speakers, and mention of our sponsors and supporters.

II. Publicity
Direct Grant Challenge Grant Sponsor's

Matching Cash &
In-Kind Donations

Third Party Cash Project Income Total

Ads
0.00 0.00 400.00 0.00 0.00 400.00

Flyers/Posters
0.00 0.00 50.00 0.00 0.00 50.00

Brochure
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Other
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Subtotal  
0.00  
0.00  
450.00  
0.00  
0.00  
450.00
Basis for
Publicity -Two quarter-page ads in The Silver City Daily Sun and Silver City Daily Press; each ad is $100 to run for a week.

-50 11 X 17 Glossy Flyers (printed through on-line printer)
-Free Radio Advertisements on KRGC 89.1 Community Radio
-Posted on Association for the Study of Literature and Environment Website
-our website



III. Travel
Direct Grant Challenge Grant Sponsor's

Matching Cash &
In-Kind Donations

Third Party Cash Project Income Total

Mileage(limited to
$.375 per mile of

NMHC funds)
128.00 0.00 128.00 0.00 0.00 256.00

Airfare
482.50 0.00 482.50 0.00 0.00 965.00

Per Diem(per
person daily limit:

food - $24;
lodging - $70)

940.00 0.00 1885.00 0.00 0.00 2825.00

Other
244.00 0.00 244.00 0.00 0.00 488.00

Subtotal  
1794.50  
0.00  
2739.50  
0.00  
0.00  
4534.00
Basis for Travel

Luci Tapahonso and Dave Foreman will be driving from Albuquerque, NM, which is 285 miles. 

Phillip Connors will be driving from Las Cruces, NM, which is 113 miles to Silver City.

Priscilla Ybarra will be travelling from Dallas, TX to El Paso and will rent a car to drive to Silver City. A mid-range airfare is
$315. 

David Gessner will be traveling from Wilmington, NC to El Paso, TX and will rent a car to drive to Silver City. A mid-range
airfare is $650.

Other: Car rental for Priscilla Ybarra and David Gessner from El Paso to Silver City for an economy car is $34 per day for a
total of $244 per vehicle.

I will offer the option for speakers to attend the duration of the symposium if they wish, but  I am asking for two days lodging
and per diem per NMHC policy. Especially since speakers will have to travel long distances (four hours each way from
Albuquerque or three hours from El Paso after a long flight), I feel this is essential. Speakers will be housed in the Murray
Hotel in downtown Silver City at a discounted rate for symposium attendees at $83 a night. There are also limited dining
options in our area, and with the exception of fast food, we do not have any "chain" restaurants. The price of an average meal
in Silver City is $15. Our university generally offers $30 per diem. We are asking for $700 for lodging and $240 per diem.

IV. Honoraria
Direct Grant Challenge Grant Sponsor's

Matching Cash &
In-Kind Donations

Third Party Cash Project Income Total

Scholars(Please
explain if over

$350 per scholar,
per event)

2100.00 0.00 900.00 0.00 0.00 3000.00

Other Participants

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Project Director

0.00 0.00 2500.00 0.00 0.00 2500.00
Evaluator

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Other

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Subtotal  
2100.00  
0.00  
3400.00  
0.00  
0.00  
5500.00

Basis for
Honoraria I am calculating honoraria for six scholars at $350 each. I have contacted organizers of previous symposiums of this nature,

and scholars have been paid $450-$500 per event.

GRAND TOTAL I, II, III, IV
Direct Grant Challenge Grant Sponsor's

Matching Cash &
In-Kind Donations

Third Party Cash Project Income Total

 
3894.50  
0.00  
7139.50  
0.00  
0.00 
11034.00



Scholar's Form and Statement of Intent
(This serves as a brief professional resume and letter of commitment to project.)

Dr Michaelann Nelson
Title: Assistant Professor of English, Western
New Mexico University

Address: 100 W College Ave 
Silver City NM 88062
USA

Email: Michaelann.Nelson@wnmu.edu
Office Phone: 5753886627
Phone: 8013906733
Cel Phone: 8013906733
Fax: 

Institutional Affiliation (if any): 
Western New Mexico University
Education and degrees: 
B.A., Weber State University; M.A., Northern Arizona University; Ph.D., University of New Mexico

Please specify your contribution to this project:

Role: Project Director
As a member of the Association for the Study of Literature and Environment for more than a decade, I know what a
positive benefit a symposium such as this would be for our campus and community, so I endeavored to partner with
the Association for Study of Literature and Environment (ASLE) to organize this symposium. I am the primary
organizer of the event; I created the website, contacted and booked the speakers, secured accommodations,
organize the program, and coordinate all tasks related to this event.



Experience relevant to this project:

I earned my PhD in literature from University of New Mexico where I focused my doctoral work on the environmental
humanities and nature writing. Specifically, my dissertation, titled "Voices of Glen Canyon: The Influence of Place on
Imagination and Activism", focused on one of the most controversial water projects in the West--the damming of the
Colorado River in Glen Canyon. Not only do I bring my scholarly experience and perspective to this project, I have
over a decade of experience attending symposium and conferences, as well as organizing private events.

Publications, Products, Awards & Recognition relevant to this project:

Review of Myth and Environment in Recent Southwestern Literature by Theda Wrede. Interdisciplinary Studies in
Literature and Environment: Spring 2015.

?Brower vs. Dominy: The Battle over the Grand Canyon and the Public Perception of Wilderness? presented at The
National Wilderness Conference, Albuquerque, NM, October 2014

?Rango and the Struggle for the Soul of the West? presented at the Popular Culture Association conference, Boston,
MA, April 2012

?Katie Lee: Folk Singer for the Colorado River? presented at Southwest Popular Culture Conference, Albuquerque,
NM, February, 2012

??Love the Land or Leave It Alone?: Edward Abbey and the Myth of Glen Canyon? presented at Association for the
Study of Literature and the Environment, Victoria, BC, June 2009

??In Wildness is [Not] the Preservation of the World?: The Misappropriation of Thoreau by the Wilderness
Movement? presented at Association for the Study of Literature and the Environment, Spartanburg, SC, June 2007

Electronic "Signature"

Form "signed" on: 24 Jan 2016, 7:58pm MT



Scholar's Form and Statement of Intent
(This serves as a brief professional resume and letter of commitment to project.)

Philip Connors
Title: 

Address: 2812 Silver Ave 
El Paso TX 79930

Email: fireseason09@gmail.com
Office Phone: 
Phone: 
Cel Phone: 
Fax: 

Institutional Affiliation (if any): 

Education and degrees: 
B.A. University of Montana in journalism

Please specify your contribution to this project:

Role: Humanities Scholar
Mr Connors will speak about his decade-long experience as a fire lookout in the Gila National Forest, his perspective
on fire and wilderness, as well as his book Fire Season: Field Notes from a Wilderness Lookout.



Experience relevant to this project:

Beginning in 1999 Connors worked at the Wall Street Journal, mostly as an editor on the Leisure & Arts page. In 2002
he left New York to become a fire lookout in New Mexico's Gila National Forest, where he has spent every summer
since. That experience became the subject of his first book, Fire Season: Field Notes From a Wilderness Lookout,
which Amazon named the best nature book of 2011. It won the National Outdoor Book Award, the Sigurd F. Olson
Nature Writing Award, the Reading the West Award for nonfiction, and the Grand Prize from the Banff Mountain Book
Competition. His essays and criticism have appeared in Harper's, the London Review of Books, the New York Times
Magazine, the Paris Review, the Nation, High Country News, Lapham's Quarterly, and n+1.  His second book, All the
Wrong Places, a memoir of life in the shadow of his brother's suicide, was published in 2015. He lives in New Mexico.

Publications, Products, Awards & Recognition relevant to this project:

Fire Season: Field Notes From a Wilderness Lookout

Electronic "Signature"

Form "signed" on: 25 Jan 2016, 8:20am MT



Scholar's Form and Statement of Intent
(This serves as a brief professional resume and letter of commitment to project.)

Dave Foreman
Title: Director, Rewilding Institute

Address: PO Box 13768 
Albuquerque NM 87192

Email: eltigredave@comcast.net
Office Phone: 
Phone: 
Cel Phone: 
Fax: 

Institutional Affiliation (if any): 
Rewilding Institute
Education and degrees: 

Please specify your contribution to this project:

Role: Humanities Scholar
Mr Foreman will speak about his lifelong work fighting for wilderness preservation, as well as the connections
between literature and environmental activism.



Experience relevant to this project:

Between 1973 and 1980, he worked for The Wilderness Society as Southwest Regional Representative in New
Mexico and the Director of Wilderness Affairs in Washington, DC. From 1976 to 1980, he was a board member for the
New Mexico chapter of The Nature Conservancy. In 1980, Foreman was inspired by the writing of Edward Abbey to
form the direct action environmental group EarthFirst! In 1997, Foreman co-founded the New Mexico Wilderness
Alliance. In 2003, Dave Foreman and the board of directors of the Wildlands Project founded a new think tank, the
Rewilding Institute, dedicated to "the development and promotion of ideas and strategies to advance continental-scale
conservation in North America and to combat the extinction crisis."

Publications, Products, Awards & Recognition relevant to this project:

Foreman is the author of The Lobo Outback Funeral Home, a novel, Confessions of an Eco-Warrior, a collection of
essays, and Rewilding North America: A Vision for Conservation in the 21st Century. He also co-authored The Big
Outside with Howie Wolke. Most recently, he authored Man Swarm and the Killing of Wildlife, which argues that
human overpopulation is the primary cause of biodiversity loss and other environmental problems.
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Scholar's Form and Statement of Intent
(This serves as a brief professional resume and letter of commitment to project.)

David Gessner
Title: Professor, University of North
Carolina--Wilmington

Address: 601 S. College Road 
Wilmington NC 28403

Email: gessner52@hotmail.com
Office Phone: 
Phone: 910.962.7489
Cel Phone: 
Fax: 

Institutional Affiliation (if any): 
University of North Carolina--Wilmington
Education and degrees: 
BA, Harvard College, 1983
MA, University of Colorado, 1998

Please specify your contribution to this project:

Role: Humanities Scholar
Mr Gessner will speak about his recent book: All the Wild that Remains: Edward Abbey, Wallace Stegner, and the
American West.



Experience relevant to this project:

Gessner is the author of nine books of nonfiction, including, most recently, All the Wild That Remains: Edward Abbey,
Wallace Stegner and the American West; The Tarball Chronicles; and My Green Manifesto.

Publications, Products, Awards & Recognition relevant to this project:

The Tarball Chronicles won the 2012 Reed Award for Best Book on the Southern Environment and the Association
for Study of Literature and the Environment?s award for best book of creative writing in 2011 and 2012
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Scholar's Form and Statement of Intent
(This serves as a brief professional resume and letter of commitment to project.)

Sharman Russell
Title: Professor Emeritus

Address: P.O. Box 303 
Gila NM 88038

Email: sharmanrussell@gmail.com
Office Phone: 
Phone: 
Cel Phone: 
Fax: 

Institutional Affiliation (if any): 
Professor Emeritus Western New Mexico University
Education and degrees: 
Russell received her MFA in Creative Writing from the University of Montana and her B.S. in Conservation and
Natural Resources from the University of California, Berkeley

Please specify your contribution to this project:

Role: Humanities Scholar
Russell will speak about her work as a citizen scientist, based on the work of one of her most recent works, Diary of a
Citizen Scientist, as well as her experience writing about the environment for over thirty years.



Experience relevant to this project:

Russell's essays and short stories have been widely published and anthologized. Her collections of essays Songs of
the Fluteplayer: Seasons of Life in the Southwest (Addison-Wesley, 1991; reprinted by University of Nebraska Press,
2000) won the 1992 Mountains and Plains Booksellers Award and New Mexico Zia Award and recounts her years as
a back-to-the-lander in rural New Mexico. Standing in the Light: My Life as a Pantheist was a New Mexico Book
Award finalist and one of Booklists' top ten religious books of 2008. Her new book Diary of a Citizen Scientist:
Chasing Tiger Beetles and Other New Ways of Engaging the World (Oregon State University Press, 2014) was listed
by The Guardian as one of ten top nature books in 2014. [3]Her historical fantasy Teresa of the New World (Yucca
Publishing) for ages 12 and up was released in March, 2015.

Publications, Products, Awards & Recognition relevant to this project:

Her awards include a Rockefeller Fellowship, the Mountains and Plains Booksellers Award, the New Mexico
Presswomen?s Zia Award, a Pushcart Prize, the Writers at Work Fellowship, and the Henry Joseph Jackson Award.
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Scholar's Form and Statement of Intent
(This serves as a brief professional resume and letter of commitment to project.)

Professor Luci Tapahonso
Title: Professor; Director of Master of Fine Arts
Program, University of New Mexico

Address: MSC03 2170 1 University of New
Mexico
Albuquerque NM 87131

Email: tapahons@unm.edu
Office Phone: (505) 277-6347
Phone: 
Cel Phone: 
Fax: 

Institutional Affiliation (if any): 
University of New Mexico
Education and degrees: 
B.A. and M.A. University of New Mexico

Please specify your contribution to this project:

Role: Humanities Scholar
Luci Tapahonso is the inaugural poet laureate of the Navajo Nation and will share  her work.



Experience relevant to this project:

Professor Tapahonso has taught at the University of Kansas, University of Arizona, and the University of New Mexico,
where she is the Director of Creative Writing.  She has published seven books of poetry and fiction, including A
Radiant Curve,  Blue Horses Rush In, A Breeze Swept Through, Saanii Dahataal: The Women are Singing and
Songs of Shiprock Fair.

Publications, Products, Awards & Recognition relevant to this project:

Lifetime Achievement Award, Native Writers' Circle of the Americas, 2006
Wordcraft Circle Storyteller of the Year (Readings/Performance) Award, 1999
Award for Best Poetry from the Mountains and Plain's Booksellers Association, 1998
New Mexico Eminent Scholar award, New Mexico Commission of Higher Education, 1989
Excellent Instructor Award, U. of New Mexico, 1985
American Book Awards, Honorable Mention, 1983
Southwestern Association of Indian Affairs Literature Fellowship, 1981
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Scholar's Form and Statement of Intent
(This serves as a brief professional resume and letter of commitment to project.)

Professor Priscilla Solis Ybarra
Title: Assistant Professor, University of North
Texas

Address: P.O. Box 311277 
Denton TX 76203
USA

Email: priscilla.ybarra@unt.edu
Office Phone: 940-565-2000
Phone: 
Cel Phone: 713-294-1278
Fax: 

Institutional Affiliation (if any): 
University of North Texas
Education and degrees: 
?Ph.D. English, 2007, Rice University 
?M.A. English, 2005, Rice University 
?B.A., English, 1997, University of North Texas

Please specify your contribution to this project:

Role: Humanities Scholar
Dr. Ybarra will be giving a plenary talk on her research and writing regarding Mexican American Writing and the
Environment, based on her forthcoming book.



Experience relevant to this project:

Dr Ybarra earned her PhD from Rice University. Her dissertation was titled, "Walden Pond in Aztlan?: A Literary
History of Chicana/o Environmental Writing, 1848 to the Present". She has given over a dozen invited lectures and
talks on this topic, as well as published numerous articles.

Publications, Products, Awards & Recognition relevant to this project:

Writing the Goodlife: Mexican American Writing and the Environment, 1848-2010  (forthcoming Spring 2016,
University of Arizona Press) 

Ybarra, Priscilla Solis. "Environmental Wisdom in Two Mexican American Novels: An Ecocritical Reading of ...And the

     Earth Did Not Devour Him and Bless Me, Ultima." Critical Insights: Nature & the Environment. Ed. Scott Slovic. 
     Ipswich, MA: Salem Press, 2012. 62-77.

Ybarra, Priscilla Solis. "Erasure by U.S. Legislation: Ruiz de Burton's Nineteenth Century Novels and the Lost Archive
    of Mexican American Environmental Knowledge." Environmental Criticism for the Twenty-First Century. Eds.
    Stephanie LeMenager, Teresa Shewry, and Ken Hiltner. New York: Routledge, 2011. 135-147.

Ybarra, Priscilla Solis. ?Borderlands as Bioregion: Jovita González, Gloria Anzaldúa, and the Twentieth Century
    Ecological Revolution in South Texas.? MELUS: Multi-Ethnic Literatures of the United States. 34.2. (2009):    
    175-189. 

Ybarra, Priscilla Solis. ?Chicana/o Environmental Ethics.? Encyclopedia of Environmental Ethics and Philosophy.
Eds. J. 
     Baird Callicott and Robert Frodeman. New York: Macmillan Reference, 2009. 140-142. 

Marcone, Jorge and Priscilla Solis Ybarra. ?Inhabiting and Unearthing: Chicana/o and Mexican Environmental
Writing.? 
     Teaching North American Environmental Literature. Eds. Laird Christensen, Mark C. Long, Fred Waage. New
York: 
     Modern Language Association Publications, 2008. 93-111.
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Scholar's Form and Statement of Intent
(This serves as a brief professional resume and letter of commitment to project.)

Dr. Heather Steinmann
Title: Assistant Professor of English, Western
New Mexico University

Address: 100 W College Ave 
Silver City NM 88062

Email: Heather.Steinmann@wnmu.edu
Office Phone: 575-388-6289
Phone: 
Cel Phone: 
Fax: 

Institutional Affiliation (if any): 
Western New Mexico University
Education and degrees: 
BA English, Minnesota State University Moorhead

MFA Creative Writing, Minnesota State University Moorhead

PhD Rhetoric, Writing, and Culture, North Dakota State University

Please specify your contribution to this project:

Role: Evaluator
As evaluator, I will assure this project meets the standards of an academic conference.



Experience relevant to this project:

As a scholar, I have used qualitative research in evaluating student data regarding literature. 

As an events coordinator, I have collaborated with editors, authors, vendors, students, and press to produce multi-day
Literary Festivals for New Rivers Press.

Publications, Products, Awards & Recognition relevant to this project:

Co-published the article "North Dakota State?s Rhetoric, Writing, and Culture PhD" in the 2015 (Vol 7, No. 1) issue of
Programmatic Perspectives, evaluating the history and efficacy of a PhD program.
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Supporting Documents
 If you are reading this on a computer, you may click the web addresses of the documents to pull them up on
your computer. You may also enter or copy the web addresses manually into any browser.

Supporting Document #1
http://nmhum.org/grants_files/382/NMHCGrantSpeakerConfirmations.pdf
Description: Email Confirmations from Dave Foreman and Luci Tapahonso who were unable to electronically certify
the grant proposal.
Attached to grant on 1 Feb 2016, 3:51pm MT
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Instructions for Certification

Instructions for Certification

General Requirements
The New Mexico Humanities Council (NMHC) is required to seek from institutional applicants a certification regarding
the nondiscrimination statutes and from all applicants certifications regarding debarment and suspension, and federal
debt status. 

By signing and submitting a proposal, the individual applicant or the authorizing official of the applicant institution
provides the applicable certifications. When a prospective applicant is unable to certify regarding the
nondiscrimination statutes, the prospective applicant is not eligible to apply for funding from NMHC. When the
applicant is unable to certify regarding debarment and suspension or federal debt status the applicant shall attach an
explanation to the proposal. The explanation of why the certification on debarment and suspension cannot be
submitted will be considered in connection with NMHC's funding determination. Failure to furnish a certification or an
explanation shall disqualify the applicant from receiving an award from NMHC. 

The certifications are material representations of fact upon which reliance will be placed when NMHC determines to
fund the application. If it is later determined that the applicant knowingly provided an erroneous certification or did not
comply with requirements, in addition to other remedies available to the federal government, the National Endowment
for the Humanities or NMHC may seek judicial enforcement of the certification (nondiscrimination statutes) or may
terminate the award for cause or default (debarment and suspension or federal debt status). 

The applicant shall provide immediate written notice to NMHC if at any time the applicant learns that its verifications
were erroneous when submitted or have become erroneous by reason of changed circumstances.

Nondiscrimination Statutes
The certification regarding the nondiscrimination statutes shall obligate the applicant for the period during which the
federal financial assistance is extended. There are two exceptions. If any personal property is acquired with NMHC's
assistance, this certification shall obligate the applicant for the period during which it retains ownership or possession
of that property. If any real property or structure is improved with NMHC's support, this certification shall oblige the
applicant or any transferee for as long as the property or structure is used for the grant or similar purposes. This
certification is binding on the applicant, its successors, transferees, and assignees, and on the authorizing official
whose signature appears on the application cover sheet for this proposal. 

Grantees are also required to evaluate their policies and practices toward the handicapped and grantee organizations
which employ fifteen or more persons must keep on file a list of the interested persons that were consulted and a
description of the areas that were examined, the problems identified, and any modifications or remedial steps taken. 

Certification
The applicant certifies that it will comply with the following nondiscrimination statutes and their implementing
regulations: 
a) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et. seq.) which provides that no person in the United
States shall, on the ground of race, color, or national origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits
of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or activity for which the applicant receives federal
financial assistance.
b) Section 503 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended (20 U.S.C. 794), which prohibits discrimination on the
basis of handicap in programs and activities receiving federal financial assistance.
c) Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, as amended (20 U.S.C. 1681 et. seq.), which prohibits
discrimination on the basis of sex in education programs and activities receiving federal financial assistance. 
d) The Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended (42 U.S.C. 6106 et. seq.) which prohibits discrimination on the
basis of age in programs and activities receiving federal financial assistance, except that actions which reasonably
take age into account as a factor necessary for the normal operation or the achievement of any statutory objective of
the project or activity shall not violate this statute. 

Federal Debt Status
If any applicant is unable to certify regarding federal debt status, an explanation must be submitted with the proposal. 

Certification
The applicant certifies, to the best of its knowledge and belief, that it is not delinquent in the repayment of any federal



debt.

Debarment and Suspension
The applicant agrees by submitting this proposal that, should the proposal be funded by NMHC, it shall not knowingly
enter into any project-related transactions (as defined under lower tier covered transactions) with a person who is
debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this covered transaction, unless
authorized by NMHC. 

The applicant further agrees by submitting this proposal to include without modification the following clauses in all
lower tier covered transaction and in all solicitations for lower tier covered transactions:
1) The prospective lower tier participant certifies, by submission of this proposal, that neither it nor its principals is
presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation
in this transaction by any federal department or agency. 
2) Where the prospective lower tier participant is unable to certify to any of the statements in this certification, such
prospective participant shall attach an explanation to this proposal. 

A grantee may rely on the certification of a prospective subrecipient that it is not debarred, suspended, ineligible, or
voluntarily excluded from the covered transaction, unless it knows that the certification is erroneous. A grantee may
decide on the method and frequency by which it determines the eligibility of its principals. Except when specifically
authorized by NMHC, if the participant in a covered transaction knowingly enters into a lower tier covered transaction
with a person who is suspended, debarred, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction, in
addition to the other remedies available to the federal government, NMHC may terminate this transaction for cause or
default. 
										
Certification
The applicant certifies to the best of its knowledge and belief that it and its principals: 
a) are not currently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from
covered transaction by any federal department or agency;
b) have not within a three-year period preceding this proposal been convicted or had a civil judgment rendered
against them for commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or
performing a public (federal, state, or local) transaction or contract under a public transaction; violation of federal or
statute antitrust statutes or commission of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records,
making false statements, or receiving stolen property;
c) are not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a government entity (federal, state or
local) with commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph (b) of this certification;
d) have not within a three-year period preceding this application/proposal had one or more public transactions
(federal, state, local) terminated for cause or default. 

Definitions
The following definitions refer to the terms used in the certifications regarding the nondiscrimination statutes, federal
debt status, and debarment and suspension.

Covered transaction: A covered transaction is either a primary covered transaction or a lower tier covered transaction.
Debarment: An action taken by a debarring official in accordance with 45 CFR Part 1169 to exclude a person from
participating in covered transactions. A person so excluded is debarred.
Delinquent: Represents the failure to pay an obligation or debt by the date specified in the agency's initial written
notification or applicable contractual agreement, unless other satisfactory payment arrangements have been made by
that date, or if at any time thereafter, the debtor fails to satisfy the obligation under a payment agreement with the
agency. 
Federal debt: The amount of money or property that has been determined by an appropriate agency official to be
owed to the United States by any person, organization, or entity. Examples of debts include delinquent taxes, audit
disallowances, guaranteed and direct student loans, housing loans, farm loans, business loans, Department of
Education institutional loans, benefit overpayments, and other miscellaneous administrative debts.
Ineligible: Excluded from participation in federal nonprocurement programs pursuant to a determination of ineligibility
under statutory, executive order, or regulatory authority, other than Executive Order 12549. 
Lower tier covered transaction: a) Any transaction between a participant and a person other than a procurement
contract for goods and services, regardless of type, under a primary covered transaction.
b) Any procurement contract for goods and services between a participant and a person, regardless of type, excepted
to equal or exceed the federal procurement small purchase threshold fixed at 10 U.S.C. 2304(g) and 41 U.S.C. 253(g)
(currently $25,000 USD) under a primary covered transaction. 
c) Any procurement contract for goods or services between a participant and a person under a covered transaction,



regardless of amount, under which that person will have a critical influence on or substantive control over that
covered transaction. Such persons are project directors, principal investigators, and providers of federally required
audit services. 
Participant: Any person who submits a proposal for, enters into, or reasonably may be expected to enter into a
covered transaction. This term also includes any person who acts on behalf of or is authorized to commit a participant
in a covered transaction as an agent or representative of another participant.
Person: Any individual, corporation, partnership, association, unit of government, or legal entity, however organized,
except foreign governments or foreign governmental entities, public international organization, or foreign
government-owned or controlled entities.
Primary covered transaction: This is normally any nonprocurement transaction between an agency and a person,
regardless of type, including grants, cooperative agreements, scholarships, fellowships, contracts of assistance,
loans, loan guarantees, subsidies, insurance payments for specified use, donation agreements, and any other
nonprocurement transaction between a federal agency and a person.
Principal: Officer, director, owner, partner, key employee, or other person within a participant with primary
management or supervisory responsibilities; or a person who has critical influence on or substantive control over a
covered transaction, whether or not employed by the participants. 
Proposal: A solicited or unsolicited bid, application, request, invitation to consider, or similar communication by or on
behalf of a person seeking to participate or to receive benefit, directly or indirectly, in or under a covered transaction.
Suspension: An action taken by a suspending official in accordance with these regulations that immediately excludes
a person from participating in covered transactions for a temporary period, pending completion of an investigation and
such legal, debarment, or Program Fraud Civil Remedies Act proceeding as may ensue. 
Voluntarily excluded: The status or nonparticipation or limited participation in covered transactions assumed by a
person pursuant to the terms of a settlement.
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